
 

 
    

 
 

 

Gerst Capital, LLC 
4962 El Camino Real, Suite 206 
Los Altos, CA 94022 
Phone (650) 917– 1453 

 

March 3, 2016 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20228 
 

Re:  IB Docket No. 13-213, RM-11685 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 
 
On March 3, 2016, I met with Commission staff to discuss the evidence that Globalstar’s proposed 
Terrestrial Low Power Service (TLPS) may adversely interfere with Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE) devices.  
 
The following individuals were in attendance: 
 

- Julius Knapp, Chief Engineer, FCC Office of Engineering and Technology 
- Jose Albuquerque, Chief, FCC International Bureau Satellite Division 
- Mark Settle, Policy and Rules Division Chief, FCC Office of Engineering and Technology 
- Vance Denson, QA Engineer, Frontline Test Equipment 
- Sean Clinchy, Product Manager, Frontline Test Equipment 

 
I presented the attached slides which describe the testing conducted by Frontline Test Equipment in late 
2015. That testing showed the following: 
 

● When Wi-Fi traffic is not active, BLE traffic uses all 37 data channels available. 
 
● When Wi-Fi traffic is active (on channels 1, 6, and 11), BLE traffic uses only the 2 data 

channels at the highest end of the BLE spectrum. 
 
The 2 data channels at the highest end of the BLE spectrum, where BLE traffic moves when 
crowded-out by Wi-Fi, is precisely where TLPS would operate. Therefore, in a typical real-world 
environment1, what happens to BLE traffic and BLE device performance when Wi-Fi and TLPS are 
both active? The answer to this question is knowable, ought to be known, and can be easily known with 
simple tests. I urged the Commission to require these tests because the public should know what is likely 
to happen when a senior citizen with a BLE hearing aid walks into a crowded airport if both Wi-Fi and 
TLPS are active. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Greg Gerst 
Gerst Capital, LLC 
 

cc: Julius Knapp 
 Jose Albuquerque 

Mark Settle 
Edward Smith 
Johanna Thomas 
Louis Peraertz 
Erin McGrath 
Brendan Carr  

                                                 
1 One category of real-world environment is detailed in ACRP Report 127 titled “A Guidebook for Mitigating Wi-Fi 
Interference at Airports”. A webinar review was conducted on November 5, 2015 and can be accessed at 
http://www.trb.org/ElectronicSessions/Blurbs/173178.aspx. 
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